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When Tim Kennedy read ubout the inventor of “the jaws of life,” the res-
cue device for people trapped in wrocked vehicles, he decided he wanted Lo
make 4 living doing something 1o help people. Aflter vears of leaming and with
& lot of work experience and personal drive, Jim reached his gonl. The learming
bozan in Meedham, where Jirn und his obder brotler grow op.

At Meedham High, D made the hopor rall and received an honorable
mention in the science Lir His memberships in the Audin Visuul Cluband the

Computer Club signaled his mechanical and electronic proclivities, while his

presidency of the Methudist Yourh Fellowship indicated his leadership poten-
tial.

Describing life w MHS in the mid-sixties as the last of the “happy dayvs”
Timi remembers: *The war in Vielnam was not o concern yet. "Ballard of the
Gireen Beret” was Lhe oumther one song in 1966, Drogs were nod o problean,
Our concerns were lmited oo Sarorday night dates, tests, lerm papers, @il
choosing a college.”

Timn affirms thot be “leamed 5o 0ove of leamimg and specifically a love of
seienee and cconomics al MEIS" aed, From many of his eachers, intellecioel
honesty, Memorahle teachers were M Tuylor Gscience), M Preston (alpge-
Braj, My, Dodee (Tth grede algebra), and Mr Brock (geometry und compader).

With a golid high school education propellimg kim, be matriculuted wl the
College of Wooster, majored in economics and minorned in compuler science,
and gradugicd in 1970 with a BA degrec. Alter earning an MA in cconomics
and an MBA ot The Ohio Siae University, e continued (o take coorses there

in industial and systems engineenng.

Whike siill in praduate school, Jim began his professtonal Life, which muy
be thought of as three overlapping carcers: First, his twenty-one year 1enune
with the Stute of Ohio in cnergy forecasting, encrgy Facility licensing, and
oeility regulation; second, his tvelve years of weaching economics ot night to
an aggregation of G Chhin Suare sooddenis; and, tird, the creation and man-
agement of his own husiness,

While cmployad by the state, Jim developed seminal tehnigues and com-
puter models for forecasting cneray consuipHion, i major result of which wns
the cancellation of plans [or seven nuclear plants and three col plangs, saving
the citizens of Ohio and Penosylvania between 58 and 510 Billion dolkars,

In T9ES, Jim developed an innovatve svitem cnlled High Volume Call
Answerng (HYCAYL, on the basis of which he Iater formed his own company,
Twenty First Century Communications. His tusiness provides call-overflow
services Lo electric and gas wilitics by sensing when o wtility would retom 2
Busy signal due 1w heavy call traflic during an cutape, and rerouting the call 1o
voee computer cquipment, thus allowing callers to repont outages. The system
then repors the owlage information electromically o the utility and provides
cillers with an cstimate of resieralion me, The company, with Jim as CEQ,
newy giploys more than 40 people. hoasts annaal revenies of £15 million, and
fulfills Jim’s dream of helping people.

Jomng hes entreprencurship i his interest in creanive arts fve vears ago,
andd dgain helping people, Jim co-founded the Glass Axis Studio, the Mid-
Weest's enly not-for-profit public-sccess ant ghiss studio; whene anisans may
develop their techniques and styles while leaming administative skills. Aller
interning wWith Glass Axis, pearly o dozen glass artists have gone on o estab-
hih their cown stadios o fationn] reputations in glass arl In 1997, ke Colum-
Byes [Ohie] Chamber of Commerce named James Lehr Kennedy “Tnnovator of
the Year™

An aceomplished glass atist himsell, Jim hus gxhibited work in several
galleries, But, he mainly guins satisfaction from helping others, whether con-
UGS With Cnergy auiages, promsiog antists, or circumseribed people. He
served as atrosiee of Buskers of Columbas, a nonprofit ofganization thal pro-
vides entertainment to shating, nussing home patients, and prisoners.
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